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So whatôs this all about? 
 
This is the first West Craven Baptist Fellowship magazine. 

Thanks to everyone who has contributed to this ófirst editionô. 

 
We hope you find it interesting and that you would like further editions to be 

produced. 
 

We would welcome your feedback and you will find a sheet inside the maga-

zine for your comments. Please return that to any member of the leadership 
team or email your comments direct to Mel or Margaret.  

drmelmitchell@yahoo.co.uk     m.nutter@btopenworld.com  
We also need a name. 

Suggestions so far are: 
B.E.S.T. - Barlick, Earby and Salterforth Times 
The Son 
Craven Image 

Do any of these appeal to you or can you think of something better?  
 

 

Children:    
 
 
Look in the middle of this magazine 
and you will find a special page just 
for you. 

 

 

 

If you would like to write a short article for the next Kidz Korner, 
whether it is about a church event you have attended, something 
you have learned at Sunday club, or what you like about church, 
or if you have any ideas about what you would like to see in the 
Kidz Korner section of the magazine, then please get in touch 
with either Mel or Margaret.  



Mattôs reflection 
Thinking of you...  

The idea of "sabbatical" is not a 
new one. It comes from the 
Greek word sabbatikos which is 
an extended form of the word 
sabbath. Our main understanding 
of sabbath is as a reference to 
the last day of the week, a day 
set aside for rest, the day when 
God rested at the end of creation. 
However, there are also Biblical 
traditions of sabbath year: one 
year in seven when the land is 
not worked, it is left to rest; a 
year when debts are released and 

slaves freed. In more recent times this principle of sabbath has been 
applied to individuals in their working life, with one dictionarydefini-
tion stating that sabbatical is any extended period of leave from one's 
customary work, esp. for rest, to acquire new skills or training, etc.  
It's with this last understanding of sabbatical  that ministers are en-
couraged to take a period of rest every seven years during their min-
istry and so as you read this I will soon be beginning my time of sab-
batical. During this time I will indeed be having a rest, I also hope to 
visit a few other churches and reflect on different ways of being 
church, especially those who work in some kind of partnership, like 
we do at West Craven, and you never know, there may even be a bit 
of DIY to do....  
  
I'm looking forward to my sabbatical, but at the same time it'll feel 
strange not being part of West Craven church life. For the last eight 
years I've been so busy with much of my life and my family's life re-
volving around church that it will be odd to not have that responsibil-
ity. I will miss you and all that is happening in West Craven; it's been 
a great year already with WCBF going through some really exciting 
times. In recent months we seen some fantastic encouragements: 50 
people at the Kidz Praise Party; around 15 people attending the Lent 
lunches; the showing of "The Passion of the Christ" at the 



Rainhall Centre. With such exciting things happening it'll be hard 
to step back and leave you to it.  
 I want to make two requests as I begin this time of sabbatical: 
the first is that you take care of one another and keep on moving 
forward together; the second is that you pray for me and for 
Sarah and the boys, that we will all be blessed, refreshed and 
encouraged during the coming months. 
 Peace be with you 
Matt 
 
So what are the practicalities?  
Matt will be on sabbatical for the three months of May, June and 
July. 
For much of that time he will be living at home in the manse. We 
all need to remember that it is important not to disturb him dur-
ing this period of sabbatical. It is also important that we remem-
ber that part of Sarahôs support for Matt at this time will be to 
óprotectô him from intrusion. She too needs our prayers and con-
sideration. 
Various arrangements have been made to ensure we do not need 
to disturb Matt and that the work of the fellowship can continue.  
Chairing meetings:  

Team meetings will each agree a chair at the meeting prior to 

the sabbatical. 
WCBF Leadership Team meetings will be chaired by Margaret 

Nutter. 
Membersô and deaconsô meetings will be chaired by the church 
secretary or someone delegated by the secretary. 
General contacts:  
Church secretaries will be the main contact person for each 
church. 
 Funerals:  
In the event of church related funerals, Tony Taylor and Paul 
Severs are happy to be called upon. 
 Pastoral care:  

Matt has described the development of WCBF Pastoral Care 

team elsewhere in this magazine.  



Services:  
These are already catered for through normal planning, but 
Now Praise will be co-ordinated by Julie and Kathryn 

 Contacting Matt:  
It would be very helpful to Matt if his name is taken off all round 
robin emails for the period of the sabbatical. Minutes and other 
documentation can be passed to him on his return.  
If any issue arises which Matt needs to be made aware of, this 
will be done by a nominated member of the leadership team. 
Church members should talk to their secretaries or representa-
tives on the leadership team. 

Growing Women Leaders  
Sarah reports about this YBA initiative  
 
Someone asked: "Why growing women leaders, why not encouraging 
or enabling women leaders?" The answer to that would be 
that "growing" implies starting from scratch whereas encouraging 
and enabling suggests existing growth that needs further develop-
ment. Sadly, and in spite of our tradition's long history of ordaining 
women, Baptist churches still lack significant female presence in posi-
tions of leadership, especially in areas of preaching and other recog-
nised ministries. Our inherited history is a male dominated history 
and for many women this can quash the sense of calling to various 
forms of ministry.  
The "Growing Women Leaders" course has been established by the 
Yorkshire Baptist Association and Rev Dr Kate Coleman in order to 
create an opportunity for women to reflect on their place and role 
within church life. The initial day event  at Wakefield Baptist Church 
provided me with some time out to think with Abi, Julie and Kath-
ryn from West Craven and with many more women from across the 
association. The day was spent in worship, in lunching, in listening to 
each other and in being inspired through Kate's theological reflec-
tions. The input from Kate was an encouragement to us to engage 
with the leadership questions with which God had been challenging 
us, for some, over many years. After this initial event the course is 
set to run for another six sessions over the next twelve months.  
 The aim of the meetings is to give women the confidence and the 
relational support to respond to their calling to be leaders.  



What is the West Craven Baptist Fellowship?  
The West Craven Baptist Fellowship (WCBF) is made up of the 
three Baptist Churches in West Craven; Barnoldswick, Salterforth 
and Mount Zion, Earby.  
The three churches are committed to working together to serve 
God and the communities in which they are placed.   
In September 2008, Revd. Matt Jones was called by all three 
churches to become the first minister of the Fellowship.  
For the present, the three churches maintain their traditional struc-
tures with their own church officers and diaconates. Three congre-
gations ï one fellowship!   
A recent development is a new pattern of meetings which will both 
reduce the total number of meetings and increase opportunities for 
the fellowship to meet together. There will be a three month cycle 
of leadership, membersô and deaconsô meetings. Meetings will be 
scheduled together. The church and deaconsô meetings will start 
with united meetings which will then separate into individual church 
meetings to deal with local business.  You will find the dates for 
these meetings for the rest of this year elsewhere in this maga-
zine . 
The churches are doing more and more together and currently 
there is a leadership group and three working groups which are 
leading developments and initiatives. The secretaries and treasur-
ers of the three churches along with the WCBF secretary and treas-
urer make up an administration team which ensures we are legal 
and properly funded! 
Some of the things we do together:  

Monthly prayer breakfast 

Study Groups in Lent and at other times 

Monthly Now Praise service on the second Sunday evening in 

the month  

Joint membersô and deaconsô meetings 

Walking group 

Tuesday club for children aged 7-11 and Café for parents 

United services 

Social events like parties and games evenings 



Some of the things we are working on:  
 

Developing a pastoral team  
Developing discipleship 
Planning pulpit supply across the fellowship 
Monthly meditative service on the fourth Sunday  

   evening in the month ï Reflections!  
Mission initiative for Christmas 2010 
Away Day in September 2010   
Appointing one or more people to leadership roles 
within the fellowship  



Pastoral Care Team  
With the approach of my sabbatical, this seems like a good place 
to introduce the Pastoral Care Team. This is a small team of peo-
ple who will be taking responsibility for pastoral care during my 
absence and if there are particular needs or concerns whilst I'm 
away they should be passed on to the team. This doesn't stop 
the wider fellowship from continuing your own caring relation-
ships with one another and it doesn't replace the great work that 
is already done by those of you who take on visiting but it does 
offer some co-ordinated oversight to try an ensure that pastoral 
concerns are dealt with effectively. Some of the team will already 
be well known to you, others may not be, but it's my privilege to 
give them my encouragement and blessing as they serve West 
Craven in this way. 
 
 Take care of each other, 
Matt 
 
 If you need to make contact with the Pastoral Care Team, they 
are: 
Carol Sneath: 816784 
Christine Morgan: 842215 
Malcolm Fisher: 430809 
Melanie Mitchell: 841966 
Sheila Heap: 842769 

 



Kidz Korner 

This is your special section of the magazine. We hope you like it.  

When you have finished all the activities, hand the sheet to one of 

your Sunday Club Leaders and we will print your name in the next 

magazine. There may even be some prizes!  

   

 

 

 

At the end of January, there was a Kids Praise Party at Salter-
forth church.   About 30 children were there.   The worship band 
played, Matt told a story from the bible and we played some excit-
ing games.  Parents and grandparents could stay if they wanted.  

Lucy Whipp said òI thought the band and songs were extremely 
good.ó One of my favourite bits was when we marched around the 
room, singing ôWe are marching in the light of Godõ.  I think most of 
the other children enjoyed it.  

Finally, we all shared a delicious party tea.   I hope thereõs another 
one soon!  

We are pleased to let Annie know that there are plans for an-

other Kidz Praise Party later in the year.   Keep an eye out for 

further details.                             

On Sunday 31st January 2010, the 

first ôKidz Praiseõ party was held at 

Salterforth.   The church was really 

packed.  It was a truly amazing time 

as Annie Bryan (age 9) reports:   


